Broads Forum

2 April 2009
Agenda Item No 9
Chief Executive’s Report

	Summary:
This report summarises the current position in respect of a number of important projects and events, including any decisions taken during the recent cycle of committee meetings.  It does not include matters which are already on the agenda for this meeting of the Forum.


1
Broads Authority Bill

1.1
The Broads Authority Bill has been given close examination over seven days by a Committee of the House of Lords Committee chaired by Lord Berkeley. On Wednesday 11 February, the Committee heard the closing speech from the Authority and, after an adjournment to consider its response, announced its findings.

1.2
The Committee decided that the Bill should be allowed to proceed with the amendments proposed by the Authority and one further change, accepted by the Authority, that where appropriate, the words “reasonable” or “reasonably” should for consistency be added to those clause(s) which provide for the Authority to recover its costs, expenses, etc.

1.3
They also made some helpful suggestions for the Authority to consider on three other matters: 

(a) 
whether the Statutory off Road Notification (SORN) arrangements for car tax offered any lessons in dealing with vessels under repair in adjacent waters;
(b) 
whether the person obliged under the Port Marine Safety Code to provide independent assurance to harbour authorities about the operation of their marine safety management systems has, in the case of the Broads Authority, sufficient formal access to the Authority’s members; and
(c) 
in welcoming the commitment by the Authority to publish water depth information on its website, suggested that the Authority should regard itself as under a duty to publish a range of information about navigation.
1.4 
Officers will be considering these suggestions and will in due course be seeking the advice of the Navigation Committee on these matters.

1.5
There were a small number of private petitioners against the Bill but the only boating organisation to petition against the Bill, The Norfolk Broads Yacht Club, withdrew its petition after reaching agreement with the Broads Authority over the licensing and registration of boats in adjacent waters.

1.6
The only organisation to give evidence at the Committee against the Bill was the Norfolk Association of Parish and Town Councils, which was seeking to change the membership of the Authority to include parish councillors. The government has indicated that such a change using this Bill is premature, pending a decision by Ministers following a consultation involving all the English national park authorities. The move was also opposed by a range of national organisations.
1.7
Throughout the process officers have offered to meet the private petitioners and have had more than one meeting with some of them. Where points with merit have been raised, the Authority has made minor changes to the Bill to accommodate them.   

1.8
The total cost of the Bill to date is £397,959.  Following the petitions to the House of Lords Committee the total cost is estimated to be in the region of £500,000. 

1.9
The main purpose of the Bill has always been to improve safety on the Broads waterways.   The Government has supported the Bill and agreement has been reached on its provisions with boating organisations. The amendments made following consideration by two Committees, in the Commons and Lords, have been relatively minor. The end of this important process is now in sight.  It is hoped that the Bill will receive Royal Assent by early summer so that some of the key provisions, such as the licensing of hire boats and the requirement to have third party insurance, can be introduced in April 2010.

2
Navigation Finance and Tolls Review Group
2.1
The Navigation Finance and Tolls Review Group has been established by the Broads Authority to examine all aspects of navigation income and expenditure with a view to coming forward with proposals for a financial strategy for navigation for three years starting in April 2010.  The Group is further asked to consider the relative charges for different size vessels and the future of the hire boat multiplier.  A programme of work and a schedule of meetings will be undertaken to allow the Group to report to the Navigation Committee and the September Authority meeting.
3
Questionnaire to Toll Payers
3.1
A questionnaire is being sent to all toll payers with their toll account seeking their views on a range of issues to help inform the Navigation Finance and Tolls Review Group in their deliberations on the Authority’s future financial strategy for the funding and maintenance of the navigation.  The closing date for this consultation is 20 April 2009 and the findings will be reported to the Navigation Finance and Tolls Review Group in early May and the Navigation Committee on 4 June 2009.  
4
Catchment Flood Management Plans

4.1
A scoping report on the Catchment Flood Management Plan was considered by the Broads Authority on 25 November 2005.  This was followed by a presentation by the Environment Agency to members at their morning briefing on 30 June 2006. 


The main aims of the Catchment Flood Management Plans are to understand the factors that contribute to flood risk within a catchment both now and in the future and to recommend the best ways of managing the risk of flooding within the catchment over the next 50 to 100 years. The Environment Agency intends to publish these with their State of the Nation Report in the early summer.  A member of the Environment Agency Catchment Flood Management Plan team has offered to attend the July Broads Forum meeting to present the Broadland Catchment Flood Management Plan.  
5
Public Meeting

5.1
The Authority will hold a Public Meeting at the Waveney House Hotel in Beccles on 4 April 2009.  A programme of speakers has been drafted to cover the wide range of issues with which the Authority is involved.  Further information will be provided during the Broads Forum meeting.
JO/RG/rpt/bf0020409/Page 1 of 3/180309

